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What is the Representative Assembly? 

The National Education Association Representative Assembly–the RA–is the highest 

decision-making body within the over 3 million-member NEA. With over 8,000 delegates, 

the RA is also the world’s largest democratic deliberative body. 

Over the course of eight business sessions spanning five days, RA delegates debate the 

vital issues that impact American public education and set Association policy and 

activities for the year ahead. 

 

How do NEA members become Delegates? 

In balloting conducted by NEA affiliates throughout the country, NEA members elect their 

peers to represent their concerns at the RA. The delegates represent NEA local and state 

affiliates, student members, retired members, and other segments of the NEA 

membership. The elected delegates determine NEA’s strategic plan and budget, 
legislative program, and resolutions. Delegates also vote, by secret ballot, on proposed 

amendments to the NEA constitution and bylaws and elect NEA’s executive officers, 
Executive Committee members, and at-large members of the NEA Board of Directors. 

 

 



Why is the annual meeting held over the July 4th holiday? 

Traditionally, July 4 was chosen because it was convenient for many educators. It was a 

time when most schools had finished the regular school year. In most cases, July 4 did not 

interrupt summer school sessions, and cities are often able to offer more availability and 

lower prices when meetings are scheduled over the holiday. 

 

Is the RA always in the same city? 

No. The site of each year’s NEA Annual Meeting is determined by the NEA Board of 

Directors.  

 

 

 

 

 

     



 

 



Meet the Candidates: Delegate At-Large 

Melissa Foremny 

My name is Melissa Foremny.  I am an Academic Mastery teacher at Fort Dix 

Elementary School, and have been a member of the Pemberton Township Education 

Association since 2002. During that time, I have served as a building representative at 

Denbo School and Newcomb School, and as a head rep at Fort Dix School. I am 

currently the Vice President of Elementary Teachers (first year) and Membership Chair 

(ninth year), and previously served as the Corresponding and Recording Secretary (six 

years). I have also worked as the web master and the secretary of the Negotiations 

Team (two contracts), and as a member of the Constitution and Bylaws Committee, the 

Grievance Committee, the Budget Committee, and the Evaluation Committee.  I have 

been a PTEA representative for the Burlington County Education Association for the 

past seven years, and have represented Burlington County on NJEA's Leadership 

Committee for the past five years.   I have had the privilege of attending the 

Representative Assembly for the past seven years.  It has been a wonderful experience 

seeing people from all over the country come together to influence our profession, and I 

would be honored to represent you once again.  Therefore, I am asking that you please 

consider me to represent the PTEA at this year’s meeting of the RA. Thank you in 
advance for your support! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Meet the Candidates: Delegate At-Large 

Nancy W. Meyer 

My name is Nancy W. Meyer; I am a math teacher at Pemberton Township High 

School.  I am a veteran teacher of 35years.  I am interested in serving as an NJEA/RA 

Delegate this summer.  I feel I would be an asset to the delegation due to the fact that I 

am open minded and interested in what is changing in the educational field. Our voices 

as educators are important in making sure that we continue to be an advocate in the 

decision-making process. I am concerned about what is happening in education and 

want to be a part of the solution. I will continue to meet with legislators locally and 

nationally to make sure they understand the needs of the educator and our students. 

Please support me with your vote, as I represent Pemberton. Thank you for your time!   

My involvement in the local Pemberton Township Education Association has been in the 

following capacities: Political and Legislative Action Team Chair, PTEA Executive 

Committee member and Secretary to the Negotiation Team.  My county involvement 

has been as a BCEA Executive Committee member, Delegate Assembly member and 

the County Representative to the Steering Committee for Chapter 78 Relief. My NJEA 

involvement has been as a member of the Urban Education Committee, Delegate 

Assembly member from 2013- 2015 and 2016 to present, and an NJEA State Delegate 

to the RA in Chicago 2011, Atlanta 2013, Denver 2014, Orlando 2015, Washington, 

D.C., 2016, Boston 2017, Minneapolis 2018, and Houston 2019 and a Representative to 

the last two virtual Ra’s in 2020 and 2021.  

 

 



 

Meet the Candidates: Delegate At-Large 

Connie Giacoppo 

My name is Connie Giacoppo, a Teacher at Pemberton Township High School for 

over 25 years.  I am Interested in serving as a NEA RA Delegate. I feel I would be 

an asset to the delegation due to the fact that I am open and interested in what is 

changing in the education field. Our voices as educators are important in making 

sure that we continue to advocate for what is fair and just in the decision making 

process of education.  

 I have served on various Professional Educational Committees and School 

functions, Building Advisory Committee, School Leadership Committee Member, 

PTHS United Way Co-Captain and the Chair of the Dress Code Committee.  I am 

actively engaged with the dynamics of the school and have served on many 

committees; Member of the Budget, Voting, Health & Safety Committees, LAT 

Committee and a BCEA Representative. I have attended NJEA Conventions and 

attended NJEA/BCEA/PTEA Workshops.  I have attended the NEA –RA in 

Orlando, Fla., Washington D.C. and Boston, Mass, Minneapolis, Minnesota. 

Houston, Texas and virtual for the past two years. 

Thank you for your support! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Meet the Candidates: Delegate At-Large 

Donna Lefebvre 

I would like the privilege of representing our membership at the July 2022 National 

Education Association Representative Assembly. I have attended in the past and it is a 

wonderful experience. There is so much knowledge I can share and gain from members 

from all over our country. This is a wonderful opportunity to discuss different issues and 

collaborate on solutions to many of the issues facing our careers and unions today. Thank 

you for your consideration. 

Involvement with the PTEA 

                2003-Present- Vice President/Aides /Security Units,        1994-2022 Building Representative 

2003-Present- NJEA ESP Conferences,                       2007-2009 NEA ESP Conferences Kentucky, 

2005-2008 NEA Northeast Conferences,                        2003-Present- Winter Leadership Conferences 

2003-Present- Summer Leadership Conferences,          2004-Present- BCEA Overnighter Conferences 

2005-Present - Collective Bargaining Council,        2003-Present - Local Leaders Conferences 

2003-Present- Negotiation Team,                     2016-2022 Negotiations Chairperson 

2013- Burlington County ESP of the Year & NEAESP Conference in Kentucky 

2016-2022 - Grievance Chairperson                          

2012-2023- Grievance committee 

2013-Present- NEA-RA Convention 

Also, I have too many hours to count in workshops and trainings. By 2012 I had over 500 

hours of training for the positions I have held and other trainings I knew would be 

beneficial for our association and our growth.   

 

 

 

 

 

 



Meet the Candidates: Delegate At-Large Minority 

Concerns:  

Stacey Williams 

My name is Stacey Williams, and I would be honored to represent Pemberton Township 

and Burlington County at the state level as a delegate at the NEA/RA. I have served the 

PTEA in many capacities such as Head Rep, Vice President of Middle Schools, 

Evaluation and Budget committee member. I am currently the Grievance Chair and a 

member of the Negotiations Team. I want to draw upon these experiences, combined 

with the training I have received through our union to represent you at the NEA/RA.  I 

am often recognized by other members for being diligent about keeping members 

informed. As a delegate, I will continue to represent members to the best of my ability. I 

ask that you will support me in continuing this work by electing me as your NEA/RA 

delegate. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 


